
The History Teachers’ Association of Victoria is a 
dynamic professional organisation committed to 
nurturing and leading History education. 

HTAV ensures that teachers at all levels have 
access to high-quality support and resources. The 
association achieves this by providing professional 
learning, peer mentoring opportunities and a range 
of educational resources.
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Build your confidence. 
HTAV’s Peer Mentoring Program connects you 
with experienced colleagues who understand the 
challenges. Learn faster, teach smarter and grow 
with guidance from those who’ve been there before.

Sharpen your teaching strategies.
Stay current with curriculum and access fresh 
resources. HTAV’s professional learning inspires 
teaching practice and connects teachers to a 
supportive, knowledgeable community.

Teach history better.
The Agora journal keeps History teachers informed 
on scholarly insights and practical resources for the 
classroom. It inspires you and your students, and 
deepens historical understanding.

For teachers who make 
history matter.

Join your History 
teaching community and 
contribute to improving 
History across the state. 

What can HTAV do 
for you?

2026 HTAV 
Membership



Please submit your completed application to 
membership@htav.asn.au.  

Become an  
HTAV member today
Discover how HTAV can support you with: 

	○ free online access to the Association’s journal Agora

	○ regular updates on the latest history and teaching news

	○ access to members-only teaching resources and past 
issues of Agora

	○ advice on the curriculum at all levels

	○ reduced rates for professional learning

	○ access to a range of classroom resources

	○ free participation in the HTAV Peer Mentoring Program 

	○ discounts on HTAV publications ordered through the 
HTAV Shop

	○ savings and special offers from Member Partners with 
your membership card.
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 Georgia L. Stannard, ‘Using Archaeology to Investigate the Connections between People and Animals in Australia's History,’ Agora 60:2 (2025), 32–35 

T

The complex and nuanced connection between people and animals extends over hundreds of millennia. This relationship is not always easy to reconstruct, particularly as much of the evidence about past animals is organic—bone, hair and teeth—and is more likely to have decomposed the further back in time we go. Nevertheless, archaeologists continue to find evidence for these relationships. 

The study of animal remains in the context of past human cultures is a specialised sub-discipline of archaeology known as zooarchaeology. This is distinct from palaeontology, which studies animals in the past without the additional lens of human interaction. 

Zooarchaeologists seek to answer diverse questions about the connections between people and animals, including their dietary roles, strategies and timings of domestication, seasonal movement across landscapes, 

symbolic expression, trade and economic systems, and adaptions to past environments and climates. To do this, zooarchaeologists use many different sources of evidence. Traditionally, this has included studying the physical remains of animals (e.g. bones, shells, hair and hides) and associated material culture (e.g. horse bridles and grave cuts). 

In recent decades, zooarchaeological investigations have also expanded to include molecular analyses. One type of molecular analysis examines ancient DNA to answer questions involving species identification, population profiles, the impact of domestication and the translocation of species by people. Another type of molecular analysis is stable isotope analysis, which can help to answer research questions about changes in diet, seasonal patterns of movement such as herding, and even to reconstruct high-resolution changes to local and regional climates across time.   

Using Archaeology to Investigate  the Connections between People  and Animals in Australia's HistoryArchaeology offers a unique perspective on the complex relationship between humans 
and animals throughout Australia's history, from Deep Time to the colonial era. Georgia L. Stannard
Department of Archaeology and History, La Trobe University 

Jaw and tooth fragments of one of the dingo burials from Curracurrang. This was an elderly individual with highly worn teeth, 

suggesting a lifetime of crunching bones discarded by people. Loukas Koungoulos, CC BY-SA 4.0

agora 60:2 (2025) 27 

Bridget Headlam, Tom Harris and Jo Clyne, 'Animal Legacies of the Ancient Greek World,’ Agora 60:2 (2025), 27–31  

T

Helping students understand the concepts and 

characteristics linked to ancient animals helps them to 

identify deeper themes in literature, successfully analyse 

coded imagery in political cartoons, become familiar with 

military heraldry, and gain an edge in media literacy. This 

article will discuss three key animals represented in the 

ancient Greek world that have shaped our understanding 

of the era and subsequently influenced modern-day 

semiotics. 

Owls as Symbols of Wisdom and Death
When asking students to sketch an animal that symbolises 

‘wisdom’, many will draw an owl. Collective nouns such as 

a ‘parliament of owls’ reinforce the connection between 

owls and the early ancient Greek origins of democracy, 

while subsequently featuring in modern vernacular. But 

why are owls still synonymous with intellect? 

It was common for ancient Greek gods to be associated 

with an animal. In Aristophane’s 414 BCE play The Birds, 

the character of Pisthetaerus states: 

Zeus, who now reigns, is represented as standing 
with an eagle on his head as a symbol of his 
royalty; his daughter (Athena) has an owl, 
and Phoebus, as his servant, has a hawk.1 

Through repeated imagery and representation in ancient 

Greek art, mythology and literature, the owl is inherently 

linked with Athena the goddess of wisdom, strategic 

warfare, weaving and pottery.2 The myth of Athena’s birth 

from the forehead of Zeus establishes her as a being of 

divine intelligence, a characteristic that was imparted to 

the owl. The association between Athena and owls is likely 

drawn from her role as the patron goddess of Athens, a 

region where the species of owl, now known as Athene 

Animal Legacies of the Ancient 
Greek World
The use of animals in ancient Greece as insignia, allegories, and in association with 
deities laid the foundation for an enduring historical shorthand that has been carried 
into the modern-day world.

Bridget Headlam, Tom Harris and Jo Clyne

Hellenic Museum Melbourne

Porus depicted aboard a war elephant at the Battle of the Hydaspes.  Mathiasrex  CC BY 3.0
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Luke O’Meara, 'Wojtek the Bear: An Unlikely Wartime Hero,’ Agora 60:2 (2025), 15–19   

History is filled with stories of extraordinary individuals, 

but sometimes heroes come in unexpected forms. 

Wojtek the Bear was one such remarkable figure. He 

was an animal that served alongside soldiers and left 

an enduring legacy. More than just a military mascot, 

Wojtek (pronounced ‘Voy-tek’) actively participated 

in wartime efforts, carrying artillery shells, marching 

alongside troops and providing comfort to soldiers facing 

unimaginable hardships. 

Wojtek’s journey is not just an unusual wartime 

anecdote. Instead, it is a window into the Polish wartime 

experience, the struggles of displaced soldiers, and 

the deep emotional connections between humans and 

animals in times of crisis.

Poland in World War II:  

A Nation Between Two Tyrants

On 1 September 1939, Germany invaded Poland using 

‘Blitzkrieg’—a rapid attack strategy that overwhelmed 

Polish defences. Despite alliances with Britain and 

France, Poland received little assistance. Just sixteen 

days later the Soviet Union invaded from the east, sealing 

Poland’s fate. With its forces stretched thin, Poland was 

occupied within weeks.

Both occupiers sought to eradicate Polish identity. Under 

Nazi rule, millions faced execution, forced labour and 

mass extermination, particularly the Jewish population. 

The Soviets deported more than 1.7 million Poles to 

Siberian labour camps, where starvation and disease 

were rampant. During the Katyn Massacre of 1940 more 

than 22,000 Polish officers and elites were executed, 

crippling Poland’s leadership.

Despite immense suffering, Polish resistance remained 

strong. The Polish government-in-exile coordinated 

underground movements, including the Home Army, 

which sabotaged Nazi operations. Meanwhile, Polish 

soldiers who had survived Soviet captivity regrouped 

to form the Polish II Corps. This was an exiled unit that 

would later adopt Wojtek the Bear, a symbol of their 

resilience and spirit.

Life for Polish Soldiers:  

Hardships and Resilience

For Polish soldiers captured by the Soviets, life in the 

gulags of Siberia was a daily struggle for survival. Food 

was scarce, and prisoners were forced to perform 

backbreaking labour in freezing temperatures. Disease 

was rampant, and many soldiers perished due to 

exhaustion, malnutrition or exposure to the harsh 

climate. Families were separated, and communication 

with the outside world was nearly impossible.

Many of these men endured years of brutal captivity, 

clinging to the hope that they might one day return home. 

When Hitler turned against Stalin in June 1941, the Soviet 

Union became an unlikely ally of Britain. This shift in 

alliances led to the release of Polish prisoners as part 

Wojtek the Bear:  

An Unlikely 

Wartime Hero
Saved as a cub by Polish soldiers in Iran, 

Wojtek the Bear became a valuable 

member of his unit.

Luke O’Meara

Vietnam–Finland International School

T

‘Wojtek’ means ‘joyful warrior’ in Polish, a name that reflected 

the cub’s playful nature and the resilience of the men who 

adopted him.  Imperial War Museums / Public Domain
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The History Teachers’ Association of Victoria (HTAV) manages your personal information in 
accordance with its Privacy Policy and the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth). The information provided by 
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