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The presentation began by focusing on the logistics of the Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre. Where is it? What is it? The Heritage Centre is in fact a museum housed in the ‘Providence’ built by Mary MacKillop as a refuge for women out of work or in need of care. Through artefacts, photographs, text panels and graphics in a multi-media presentation, it tells the story of the life of Mary MacKillop. 
The story of Mary MacKillop was then linked to the current VELS history curriculum (Significant Australians) and the upcoming National History Curriculum (Making a Nation).  Proposed, with resources provided, was a city excursion which included three activities: collecting photos of monuments of significant Melbournians and Melbourne street signs; a visit to the site of the ‘Little Lon’ dig and a visit to the Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre. The aim of the excursion was to develop students’ understanding of ‘significant people’; to contextualize the work of Mary MacKillop in Melbourne; and to learn about the work of Mary MacKillop.  The resources provided and the excursion exposed students to a range of primary documents, which can be critiqued at school, and the living and working conditions of the poor of Melbourne around the turn of the century. It also explored the significance of the Harvester Judgement for the poor in Melbourne.
Finally, we raised the question, ‘Was Mary MacKillop a Significant Australian?’ Our thesis suggested that Mary modeled values that are enshrined in the myth of what it means to be Australian, in particular egalitarian values. We trace Mary’s development of a uniquely Australian Order based on egalitarian principles and her work with the poor and marginalized. 
