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20th Century History – Unit 1 

Adolf Hitler Dossier 

  

 

It is 1933. Adolf Hitler has just gained power in G ermany. Our government wants you to dig up 
all of the information you can about him. You are t o prepare a TOP SECRET dossier ( a 

collection of file or documents on the same subject ; a file containing detailed information 
about a person or topic ) regarding Hitler to inform your colleagues at a p restigious Australian 

Secret Spy agency. Include the following informatio n: 

A) Family Background 
B) Childhood Experiences 

C) Early Adulthood in Vienna and Munich  
D) Participation in World War 1 

E) Failed Art Career and other Hobbies 
F) One speech made by Hitler and what it might mean for the security of your country 

G) Time spent in prison 
H) Entry into politics 

I) His view of how the Germany should be ruled (Mein Kampf) 
J) Interesting Facts 

K) Images 
L) Rise to Power in Germany 

 

REMEMBER WORLD WAR II HAS NOT STARTED YET!!! ALSO W RITE IN PRESENT TENSE AS 
THOUGH IT IS 1933!!!  

The fate of the country is in your hands! Ensure th at the information included in the dossier is 
accurate and marked TOP SECRET! Good luck Superspie s!!! 
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Top 3 hints for effective note-taking: 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Outcome 1 (Part A)  

Analyse and explain the development of a political crisis and conflict in the period 1900 to 1945. 

40-50 ·  Complex and sophisticated knowledge of the chosen crisis and response.  

·  Complex knowledge and analysis of the effects of the crisis, especially the impact on attitudes about war 
(social impact).  

·  Thorough and relevant application of knowledge and use of concepts historical and those applied to the 
causes of World War One (such as Militarism, Nationalism and other causes). 

·   Critical analysis and evaluation of evidence that synthesises a range of written and visual sources to draw 
conclusions.  

·  Critical analysis of the way the crisis has been interpreted and understood over time (historiography). 

35-39 ·  Well-developed knowledge of the chosen crisis and response.  

·  Well-developed knowledge and analysis of the effects of the crisis especially its impact on attitudes about 
war (social impact).  

·  Well-developed and relevant application of knowledge and use of concepts historical and those applied to 
the causes of World War One (such as Militarism, Nationalism and other causes). 

·  Some analysis and evaluation of evidence using a range of written and visual sources.  

·  Satisfactory analysis of the way the crisis has been interpreted and understood over time (historiography).  

30-34 ·  Demonstrated knowledge of the chosen crisis and response.  

·  Knowledge and some analysis of the effects of the crisis and especially its impact on attitudes about war 
(social impact).  

·  Satisfactory and mostly relevant application of knowledge and use of concepts historical and those applied 
to the causes of World War One (such as Militarism, Nationalism and other causes). 

·  Some attempt to analyse evidence from a number of written and visual sources.  

·  Some identification and reference to the way the crisis has been interpreted and understood over time 
(historiography). 

25-29 ·  Some knowledge of the chosen crisis and response.  

·  Some knowledge of the effects of the crisis and especially its impact on attitudes about war (social 
impact).  

·  Some relevant application of knowledge and use of concepts historical and those applied to the causes of 
World War One (such as Militarism, Nationalism and other causes). 

·  Some reference to evidence from written and visual sources.  

·  Basic reference to the way the crisis has been interpreted and understood over time. 

20-24 ·  Limited knowledge of aspects of the chosen crisis and response.  

·  Limited knowledge of some of the effects of the crisis especially its impact on attitudes about war (social 
impact).  

·  Limited use of knowledge and use of concepts historical and those applied to the causes of World War 
One (such as Militarism, Nationalism and other causes). 

·   Limited use of evidence from written and/or visual sources.  

·  Limited or no reference to the way the crisis has been interpreted and understood over time.  

19 and 
below 

·  Very limited knowledge of aspects of the chosen crisis and response.  

·  Very limited knowledge of some of the effects of the crisis especially its impact on attitudes about war 
(social impact).  

·  No application of relevant concepts historical and those applied to the causes of World War One (such as 
Militarism, Nationalism and other causes). 

·  No use of evidence from written and/or visual sources.  

·  Limited or no reference to the way the crisis has been interpreted and understood over time.  
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�Match each definition (or key figure, political ideology or term) with its correct definition on the right.   
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 In the 19th Century this term  refers to a doctrine by which people of one 
language and race should be united into one state. In the 20th Century refers to a 
desire to obtain supremacy, in all spheres, of one’s own state. Also known as 
intense patriotism. Usually involves ridding ones country of foreign rule or 
‘others’ not believed to belong in the country. 
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 A term  referring to ‘wealthy peasants’ who were seen as harming the proletariat 
and the Soviet Revolution. 

�������������������� 



 Latin term meaning to become familiar with. 
����	����	����	����	 



 A term  referring to Labour Camps in which political prisoners would be held in 

the USSR. 
������������������������������������ 



 Acronym  referring to the United States of America. 
���������������������������������������� 



 Refers to a system by which society is organised and ruled. 
����
��������
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��������
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 This person  lived in the 19th Century at a time when industrialisation was 

steaming ahead and living conditions of the working class was very poor. This 
person believed that the Capitalist system was doomed, and that Socialism was 
the only alternative. Believed that the individual, not God, is the highest being, 
and that people have made themselves what they are by their labour. Believed 
Capitalism leads to poverty and conflict in Society. 

������������������������������������ 



 Refers to an economic system  in which the economy is based mainly on 
farming. 

���������������������������� ������������ 



 A term  which refers to the working class who do not own the means of 
production (natural resources, factories, machinery and employing people). They 
are the workers who make the goods people need to live (for example, 
peasants/farmers). 
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 The science  which examines how wealth is distributed and organised in a 
society. 
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 A system of government common in medieval times under which the Lord 
(owner) gave land to the Vassal (non-owning peasant) to work on. The Vassal 
paid with his allegiance to the Lord – at times in form of military service. 

"��������������"��������������"��������������"�������������� 



 A system of government in which a dictatorship is formed that permits no 
loyalty to anyone other than the ruling individual. For example, Nazi Germany. 

#�������
#�������
#�������
#�������
 



 This person ruled the USSR between 1924 up until his death in 1953. Born as 
Iosif Vissarionovich Djugashvili in 1879 in Georgia to a peasant family.  

������������������������������������ 



 A system of government in which there exists a ‘classless society.’ ‘For each 
according to his needs, to each according to his needs.’ This means no one 
would have special rights, and everyone would be provided for. 

$���������$���������$���������$��������� 



 Soviet secret police after 1934 were called the ____________. 
%����������%����������%����������%���������� 



 An economic system by which wealth and means of production are both held 

by private individuals. 
&�������
'����&�������
'����&�������
'����&�������
'���� 



 The political system by which Stalin ruled the USSR is known as ____________ 

to ensure that people understand that it is different from Communism and 
Socialism. 



$, � �

�

��#��#��#��# 



 Acronym  referring to the Soviet Union (the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics).  
������������������������������������ 



 The majority party  formed by Lenin in 1903 that initiated the 1917 October 

Revolution and formed the new Communist government in Russia. 

�������������

�������������

�������������

�������������


(��������(��������(��������(��������
 



A term  referring to the origin of a source in History – who  made it, why, when 
and for what purpose. 

#�
����#�
����#�
����#�
���� 



 Any organised scheme  (such as film or poster) which deliberately promotes a 
one-sided view in order to gain support for a particular viewpoint or belief which 
ignores other perspectives. 

)�������)�������)�������)������� 



 This person ruled the USSR from October 1917 until his death in 1924. A 
revolutionary who spent his life trying to initiate a Marxist revolution in Russia. 
Head of the Bolshevik Party later called the Communist Party. 

)����������)����������)����������)���������� 



 An economic theory that places the state (the people) in control of wealth and 
means of production. This theory minimises the role of the individual. In Marx’s 
stages of history, this was a necessary stage before Communism (a classless 
utopia/heaven could be introduced). 

���������������������������������������� 



 The ____________ referred to the division between capitalist and communist 
Europe. 

$���������$���������$���������$��������� 



 The central policy making and governing body of the Communist Party, 
established in 1917 to direct the Revolution and disbanded (taken apart) in 1991 
after the collapse of the USSR. 

)���
�������)���
�������)���
�������)���
������� 



 A system of government in which supreme power is given to the people who 
select representatives to stand for their point of view. 

����
*������
*������
*������
*�� 



 A term which refers to the owners  of the means of production (natural 
resources, factories, machinery and employing people). For example, a factory 
owner. 

%�&(%�&(%�&(%�&( 



 A term  relating to ideas. A political ____________ refers to ideas about how 
people should be ruled. 

$����+���$����+���$����+���$����+��� 



 A term  which refers to the belief that ‘stronger’ countries should hold empires 
and politically/economically control ‘weaker/inferior’ nations. 

$����������$����������$����������$���������� 



 This person  was a key figure in the Revolution of 1917 and in the build-up of the 
Red Army. He fell out with Stalin in the 1920s and was exiled and eventually 
murdered. 
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